STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The January 3, 2022 regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by Auditor Jennifer M Flater at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Paul Sinders, Marty Heffner, and Bryan Allender.  Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive. Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Auditor Flater asked for a motion for President.  Paul Sinders made the motion that Marty Heffner serves as President from January 1, 2022 thru June 30, 2022 and Bryan Allender serves as President from July 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022. Motion was seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried with 3-0.  The meeting was then turned over to Marty Heffner.

Marty asked for a motion for Vice President. Bryan Allender made the motion that Paul Sinders serves as Vice- President for 2022 from January-December. Motion was seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried with 3-0.

Paul Harden led the Pledge to the Flag followed with prayer by Marty Heffner. 

A motion to approve the December 6, 2021, regular meeting minutes, December 21, 2021, special meeting minutes, and December 27, 2021, special meeting minutes was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF 2022 HIGHWAY BIDS
Marty stated the bids were opened and read aloud by Eric Somheil at the December 6, 2021 meeting and are available for public inspection in the Auditor’s office. 

Motion to accept all qualifying bids as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF 2022 COMMISSIONERS APPOINTMENTS 

All appointments are effective as of January 1, 2022.  Terms expire on December 31 of the indicated year.

Aviation Board—Kip Clark (R) for a four year term 2022-2025.  

Brazil City Plan Commission—Mike McCullough (D) for a four year term 2022-2025.

Community Corrections Board--- Lay Person Representative—Mark Loudermilk to compete the term for Steve Sutherland until December 31, 2024.  

Drainage Board—Bryan Allender and Marty Heffner for a three year term 2022-2024.

Economic Development Commission—Attorney Eric Somheil for a four year term 2022-2025.

Health Board—Dr. Austin Burns (R) and Dr. Ron Leach (R) for a four year term 2022-2025.

Redevelopment Commission School Board Representative—(Position is Open)

Lewis Fire Protection District—Mark Cooprider for a four year term 2022-2025.

Posey Fire Protection District—Anthony Hogatt for a four year term 2022-2025.

Van Buren Fire Protection District—Tim Williams for a four year term 2022-2025.

Center Point Plan Commission—Dick Boyce (D) for a four year term 2022-2025.

A motion to approve the above listed appointments as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF CHARTER PRESENTATION 
Elizabeth James, with Charter Communications, made a presentation to the Commissioners about the possibility of broadband. Charter has received $59 million dollars for the State of Indiana to assist with broadband. Clay County has been marked to receive just under $1,000,000.00 to cover 700 homes. Charter is also requesting $2.7 million from an OCRA grant to cover an additional 241 homes. The application is due January 20th, 2022 and decisions will be made by the end of March 2022. The OCRA grant is a competitive grant and Joink has also requested money for Clay County. Elizabeth stated if the Commissioners would prepare a letter of support or be willing to commit some of the ARPA funds to this project it might help. The Commissioners will take under advisement and let Elizabeth know their decision.

IN THE MATTER OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION

Judah Lohrman, with the Health Department, made a presentation to the Commissioners and shared her concerns. Judah stated she started as the food inspector in late September and since then she has seen a lot of violations. At the current time she does not have the capability to impose fees for violations. Judah will be presenting this to the Health Board at their January meeting as well. 
IN THE MATTER OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY CONTRACT

Marty stated Eric has prepared the Clay County Genealogical Contract that the Clay County assists with and everything is the same as last year. 

Motion to approve the Clay County Genealogical Contract as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0. 
IN THE MATTER OF BID FOR CR 300 E AND INDUSTRIAL PARK DRIVE

Bryan stated only one bid was submitted from Conexco Inc. for each project. Work on CR 300 E from US 40 to northern most entrance of PPG bid for $281,171.20 and for CR 300 E from PPG entrance to Industrial Park Drive for $233,596.00. This will replace the bids from the December 27th meeting as those amounts were not for the entire project. 
Motion to approve the Conexco Inc. bids as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF CLARK DIETZ BRIDGE INSPECTION CONTRACT

Marty stated we are required to have a bridge contract with an engineering firm per the State. The Commissioners, after completing the necessary forms, selected Clark Dietz to do the bridge inspections. Paul stated he had spoken with the Highway Department and feels the Commissioners should wait until INDOT approves before the contract is signed by Clay County. The Commissioners will take under advisement until INDOT approves the contract.
IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0.
Clay County Commissioners 

Attest:

Clay County Auditor

